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Hashem appeared to [Avrabam] in the plains of Mamrch while

YD K1 AP NMWAa 190 WK piy? Sw imam onwl owpan MK
91 DRSOV WK DMAK WYY TOR0 Twyn NI - T, 0m
SR LIPS M7 DAY KATW B3 - PRy TIw

DIAK WYY TOAM WYR IRYNR AN T wYn Tnenn e vy wn
pnyd At Imanw 1N M 931 AR

he was sitting at the entrance of the tent in the heat of the day.
(Bereishis 18:1)
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[Avrabam] said, “My Lord, please, if I have found favor in Your
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DUR]NG HaKadosh Baruch Hu’s visit to Avraham Avinu, three 53 nK ppab orwobyn Ay T KSw 1 b nns 1 ey anRe j
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us, to understand Avraham Avinu's request, “please pass not by your
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servant,” as having been addressed either to the angels, or to Hashem.
If he addressed the angels, then the word adonai simply means “my
lords,” and carries no kedushah, no holiness. If, however, Avraham
Avinu was asking Hashem not to leave while he cared for his guests,
then Adonai is Hashem's Holy Name.

According to this reading, Chazal (Shabbos 127a) derive from here
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the Presence of HaKadosh Baruch Hu needs explanation. It is rea-

sonable to assume that one privileged to merit a revelation of the

Divine Presence would immediately put aside any other obligations.
Though we learn from Avraham Avinu that the opposite is true, how 3
did Avraham Avinu know that he should attend to his guests before
receiving Hashem? To understand this, we must understand the na-
ture of hachnasas orchim in general, and the role of Avraham Avinu's IWN BMaY TwY BM3KI 09w MW oY 3vKW 13T X7p1 TNXIF 1
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Avraham Avinu’s quality of kindness, his middah of chessed, could
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be understood on many levels. First, we see that hachnasas orchint
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represents the full manifestation of the attribute of gemilus chassadim,

which is coypted as one of the three pillars on which the world was
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o100 { On three things the world stands: On the Torah, on the Ser-
vice, and on loving-kindness” (Avos 1:2). The Torah is replete with acts
of kindness. Chazal tell us (Sotah 14a), “The Torah begins with an act
of kindnesg, and it ends with an act of kindness. It begins with an act of
(oY MY MIND IR 0TR7 0°pYR 1wy § And Hashem,
God, made for Adam and his wife garments of hide, and He dressed
them’ (Bereishis 3:21). It ends with kindnessL‘N’}: MK MM l And He
buried him {Moshe] in the valley’ (Devarim 34:6). Additionally, every
mitzvah ben adam lechaveiro, the commandments governing tRetela-
kindness. Avraham Avinu thus perfected his level of loving-kindness
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kindness,

through the performance of exemplary hospitality.|
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In a deeper sense, loving-kindness is called a dérech Hashem, one
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of the pathways of the Ribbono Shel Olam. We have already discussed
in some detail how Avraham Avinu performed a double service by
dedicating his life to chessed. On a simple level, he reflected his Cre-
ator with every movement. Avraham Avinu represented Godliness in
the world by emulating HaKadosh Baruch Hu to the extent a human
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being is capable, and this included actively providing for the welfare

of the inhabitants of the earth. In this sense, he was a living example

of tzelem Elokim, the Divine image.
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%As long as Avrohom lived, he was Hashem's chessed
representative in_this_world._(Sefer HaBahir. cited in Ishei
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HaTanach) His hospitality included giving food and drink,
accompanying people, and giving them a place to sleep_ln
Avrohom's home, everyone was given everything they requested.
(Avrohom planted the Eishel. The letters can be reversed to spell
she al, which means "ask.") (Midrash Tanchuma)

17

MR MPATNT YW MpaTT NK WO WK DiTAaK
n53p% WD) MoN DK TV INPIWNI 191 WK 0MaK AR
qoAT MSWA O wYn TN 12 5 ot nm 5wy x0T nx
Sw 7omna X MwYw TonTw KK w1371 93 5 Avan KW 700 1w

lift, teaching,

When cooking or cleaning, giving someonc a
remind

keeping someone company, Or cheering someone up,
yourself that_you arc sustaining creation and cleaving (o the
Creator by doing chessed with His children.
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enjoy what we are doing or we feel that this 1s the right thing o

do. Doing more than you have been asked will enable the recipi-

ent of your kindness to feel better abourt all that vou have done for

him before, are doing now, and will do for him in the future The

extra thing you do could be a relatively minor thing, but the ben-
efits are major

» | asked bim to lend me $500. 1 was overwhelmed when on

bis own be offered 32,000, and be told me, “Thank you for
.ukjug It's nn ph'usun"

» [ asked my friends if | could stay at their bhome for a few

days. They told me their bouse was available for even a

month. The entire week | was thetr guest 1 felt totally at

home

» Imi my neighbor if she could watch my children for a
couple of bours so I could rest. My neighbor offered to have
them stay overnight so I could get a good night's steep. |
Sfelt grateful beyond words

« | asked a few questions about bow to use my new com-

puter | was treated to a full three-hour lesson

= I asked for a lift and expected to walk from my neighbors

bouse to my own. Instead, the driver went out of bis wa

to take me all the way bome.
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Rav Yisroel Salanter defined chessed as doing what the other 29
person desires. It is up to us to ascertain what each person truly Mldlﬂf’

wants. The art of chesed is doing kindness without causing
B — : o % £ 5

embarrassment to the recipient. It means considering the physical
and emotional needs of our friends. Don’t impose a second
helping on your guest if she is watching her weight or when he

wants to leave in time to drive home before dark.
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" More specifically, Avraham Avinu trained the world to see the
kindness of Hashem in every aspect of Creation, through the undi-
vided attention he gave to the needs of his guests. This is a third and+
deeper level of understanding the quality of loving-kindness, for the
nature of gemilus chassadim is that it serves to raise those who receive
it to the awareness of the One Who brought the world into existence,
Who bestows His kindness upon the world at every singe moment.

He demonstrated to his guests, and to the entire world, the tangible
Presence of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and how strongly and solidly He
manifests His Presence through all the chassadim that He performs.
In this way, Avraham Avinu, “Called out in the Name of Hashem” (Be-
reishis 12:8), causing the Name of Hashem to become known in the
world, "y *P9%) 00ER PIR "0 - Hashem, the God of the Heavens
and the God of the earth.” (Bereishis 14:3)'

The quality of chessed is fundamental to the role of the Jewish
nation. We are collectively called, “0"70M *212121 0"1¢"2 DI — merci-
ful, humble, and performers of kindness” (Yevamos 79a). According
to the Gemara, a person who demonstrates these middos proves his
attachment to the Jewish people.

Rashi (Bereishis 18:1) writes, “1 2% XM - And Hashem appeared
to him - to visit the sick. Rebbi Chama the son of Rebbi Chanina said:
It was the third day after his circumcision, and HaKadosh Baruch Hu
came to ask regarding his welfare” Rashi is teaching us an importam*
lesson. One of the many forms of chessed is bikur cholim, visiting the
sick. It is listed in the Baraisa that we recite each morning after birkas
HaTorah: “These are the deeds for which a man consumes their inter-
est in this world, yet the principal remains for the Next World: Gemilus
chassadim, hachnasas orchim, bikur cholim, hachnasas kallah, w’levyas
hameis - The bestowal of kindness, taking in guests, visiting the sick,
taking in the bride, and accompanying the dead” We discover then,
that the Ribbono Shel Olam’s appearance to Avraham Avinu took
place specifically through an act of chessed.

This is no coincidence. It is intimately related to Avraham Avinu'’s

subsequent act of chessed to the three travelers. Just as HaKadosh
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A person who recognizes the tremendous chessed that Hashem does
for him at every moment of every day will be filled with an overwhelming
love of his Creator, and will likewise be filled with a strong desire to
emulate this overpowering chessed.

45 et Yigradl

Baruch Hu revealed His Presence to Avraham Avinu through chessed,

so too, Avraham Avinu would bring awareness of the Ribbono Shel

Olam to the world through chessed. -
There are different levels of chassadim that HaKadosh Baruch Hu

performs. The Chovos HaLevavos mentions three levels of kindness

in the section entitled Shaar HaBechinah. The first level includes basic

kindnesses granted equally to all. One example of these broad-based

kindnesses is the development of a fetus and its gradual maturation,
and the way in which He ensures infants receive the care they need.
These are miracles that Hashem performs daily in the lives of billions
of human beings, and even animals.

Furthermore, HaKadosh Baruch Hu has performed specific chas-
sadim for the Jewish people that reflect His unique relationship to

them. The miracles of yetzias Mitzrayim and the Clouds of Glory that
protected Klal Yisroel throughout their wanderings in the Desert are
two examples of this.

The third, most intimate level of kindness, is the attention Ha-
Kadosh Baruch Hu gives to an individual. Hashem provides for each

person’s needs in a very precise way. Thus, every individual receives

untold kindness from his Creator, personally tailored to his exact

requirements.

Avraham Avinu reflected each of these levels of kindness in his
own life. There was the general chessed that he did by bringing the
world at large to an appreciation of Hashem’s existence through the
wonders of nature. Avraham also instructed his household in the ways

of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, allowing them to perceive the special rela-
tionship they had with Him. The highest level of chessed was revealed

to Avraham Avinu when HaKadosh Baruch Hu came to comfort him.

The concern and intimacy Hashem showed Avraham Avinu on the *‘

most painful day after his circumcision demonstrated that Hashem
can be seen by an individual through the personal experience of His

kindness. For Avraham Avinu, that display of kindness was a revela-

tion of Hashem Himself, a new level of prophetic insight.

Avraham Avinu responded to the prophetic vision of kindness by

incorporating it into the kindness he would bestow on others. In this Q~

context, Avraham Avinu’s taking leave of HaKadosh Baruch Hu was

nothing other than his carrying out of the nevuah of bikur cholim

which revealed to him the depth of HaKadosh Baruch Hu's concern for

each individual. Avraham Avinu was essentidlly saying, “1 understand

the message, | will now relay it to the world” Having undergone bris
niifal, Avrahiam Avinu was now worthy of receiving the Divine Pres-

ence on an unprecedented level of intensity. This further increased his

power to transmit the revelation of Hashem to the world.

is explains the attention to personal detail that Avraham Avinu
lavished on his three guests. “NNN NYwM 03*237 1AM 0D LYH K1 NP
©22Y 17¥01 ONY ND ANPRY YUA - Take, please, a little water and wash your
feet, and rest under the tree and I shall get a loaf of bread and you may

satiate yourselves” (Bereishis 18:4-5). Avraham rushed to serve them.

“=mw DR 79K 073K M - And Avraham rushed to the tent, to Sarah”

(verse 6), and instructed her to quickly make loaves. Then, “1271 71
201 TP AP OTNAR P - Avraham ran to the cattle and took a good
and tender calf” (verse 7). From beginning to end, Avraham Avinu
took measures to assure that his guests would be comfortable and not

have to wait longer than necessary. The honor, care and attention were

all part of the new level of Divine revelation that Avraham Avinu was

now capable of reproducing through his chessed.
Indeed, if one studies this parshah intently, he will discover the
recipe for performing hachnasas orchim to its fullest extent. Hospi-

tality is not simply providing a meal and a bed to a tired and hungry

traveler. It is much more than that. The host is capable of restoringt}g %

soul as well as the body of his guestS_FI€ can reKindle the hope and
sEIf-Tespect of a fonely traveler, and provide him with the emotional
fortitude to face any difficulties he may encounter.

The capacity to create a Kiddush Hashem, a sanctification of God’s

Name, through a sincere act of chessed is not limited to Avraham
Avinu. Every Jew has this potential, even today.

& When two Jews meet, something good should result for a thinf
(Rabbt Yosef Tiizchok of Lubavitch) g
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» When the Bais HaMikdash existed, the altar atoned for man’s sins.
NOw Tis table serves thatl purpose. (Chagigah 27) His table atones,
as he offers hospitality to strangers. (Rashi Ibid; Mishnah Berurah
167, 30)

| If we truly appreciated the power of this mitzvah, we would be

mdmg on the street corner looking for guests. One known reward for
j is havm_g children. Avrohom originally
] planhng ﬂu: Ezshel.lte was notified that his

tree would be revitalized &
o
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Chazal speak about Moshe Rabbeinu’s ascent to the Heavens to
receive the Torah. The angels protested, saying, since the Torah is the
priceless hidden treasure, why should it be given to a man of flesh and
blood? d? The Gemara explains how Moshe Rabbeinu defended the deci-
sion to give the Torah to humankind. There is a Midrash,’ however,

which says that HaKadosh Baruch Hu Himself defended His decisinn@
and asked the angels: How can you suggest that the Torah remain in
Heaven when you yourselves ate basar vechalav, milk and meat, in
the tent of Avraham Avinu?

In a much deeper sense, HaKadosh Baruch Hu was saying some-?o
thing very different. He was reminding the angels of the experience

of eating in the house of Avraham Avinu, the first Jew. They had

come to bestow a brachah, but came away elevated from the powerful *.

revelation of the Divine Presence they encountered there. The house

of Avraham Avinu was a veritable mishkan, a tabernacle to Hashem,

where even an angel could be inspired to a greater awareness of Ha-
Kadosh Baruch Hu. HaKadosh Baruch Hu wished to impress upon
the angels the impact that the Torah could have if it were brought to

the lower world. A home with Torah at its heart was an experience
even malachim could not forget. Imagine the impact it could have on
the human beings who may be privileged to enter.
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The mitzvah of hospitality is greater than receiving the Divine
Presence, and escorting (the guests when they leave) 1s greater
than hospitality. It is greater than all other mitzvos of kindness.
(Rambam, Hilchos Aveil 14: 2) |
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